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IN THE           torch of national resistance in Spain and
PENINSULA Portugal. Clear for the moment of all other
complications, Napoleon determined in 1810 to concentrate
his efforts upon the Peninsula. By the middle of that year
there were no less than 370,000 French troops in Spain.
Soult with one great army forced the passes of the Sierra
Morena (20 January), captured Seville (31 January), and
overran Andalusia; and later in the year Massena with a
still stronger force advanced on Portugal. Wellington had
spent the winter in constructing the lines of Torres Vedras
behind which he was practically unassailable.
The great fortress of Ciudad Rodrigo surrendered, after a
gallant defence, on 10 July, Almeida on 27 August, but at
Busaco (27 September) Wellington inflicted a severe defeat
upon Massena and then retired behind the lines of Torres
Vedras. Outside them the country had been laid bare ; the
French troops suffered terrible privations, and in March
1811 Mass&ia, having lost 30,000 men, was compelled to
retire, impotent to pierce the famous lines. Reinforced
from England, Wellington was now ready to take the offen-
sive. He defeated Mass&ia at Fuentes de Onoro (5 May
1811), and took Almeida, while his colleague Beresford won
a brilliant but fruitless victory at Albuera (16 May). The
operations of 1811 did not seriously shake the French
position in the Peninsula. Badajoz and Ciudad Rodrigo
were untaken, Cadiz could not shake off its blockaders;
Marmont was encamped on Portuguese soil.
But 1812 was a year of triumph for English arms.
Wellington made a brilliant dash on Ciudad Rodrigo (19
January 1812); stormed Badajoz (6 April); and routed
Marmont at Salamanca (22 July). In consequence of these
victories the siege at Cadiz was raised, the French evacuated
the south of Spain, Joseph fled from Madrid, and Wellington
entered the capital in triumph (12 August). But he could
not hold Madrid nor take Burgos. The French reoccupied
the capital in November, and Wellington, for the last time,